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UNITS:  

UNIT 10 “Declaration of Independence” 

UNIT 11 “American Revolution” 

UNIT 12 “Revolutionary Women” 

UNIT 13 “George Washington” 

UNIT 14 “Thomas Jefferson” 

UNIT 15 “Ben Franklin” 

UNIT 16 “The Constitution” 

UNIT 17 “American Government” 

UNIT 18 “The New Nation” 

OBJECTIVES:  

Students will be able to: 

1. Explain the purpose of the 1st and 2nd Continental Congresses. 
2.  Discuss Thomas Jefferson’s role with the Declaration of independence. 
3. Explain the effects of the war on Loyalist women and children. 
4. Discuss the roles of men and women in daily life in the colonies. 
5. Describe conditions and challenges for camp followers of American and British armies. 
6. Identify objects in the portrait that symbolize Washington’s achievements. 
7. Describe Washington’s role as the nation’s first president. 
8. Describe the events that occurred during Thomas Jefferson’s lifetime. 
9. Learn about Jefferson’s many inventions. 
10. Summarize the range of contributions that Benjamin Franklin made throughout his life. 
11. Describe the contributions Ben Franklin made as a printer and writer in colonial America. 
12. Explain how the rights of American citizens are protected by the Bill of Rights. 
13. Describe the Supreme Court’s role in the separation of powers. 
14. Describe the responsibilities and powers of Executive, Legislative and Judicial Branch. 
15. Explain the differences between local and state governments and the federal government. 
16. Trace and explain U.S. settlement patterns and population growth from 1800 to 1820. 
17. Discuss the causes of the War of 1812 as well as key battles and events during the war. 

GRADE:  
Fifth  

 

SUBJECT:   
Social Studies  

TERM: 
II 
 

TEACHER:   
Ms. Marcela Avila  
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DESCRIPTION: Throughout this term, students will learn about United State history and fight for their rights and the development 
of a democratic government, as well as to know the main characters that help on the resolution of the Constitution, the Bill of 
rights and the branches of government. 
Students will get to know main causes and reasons of immigration from Europe to United States, and the effects of this. Roles of 
women during the revolutionary war and the development of women rights through the war. In order to work these content, 
different strategies such as presentations, projects, videos and online quizzes through Kahoot!, class discussion, and group work 
will be used to make students able to achieve the objectives set for this units. 

 
 

Nº CONTENTS ACHIEVEMENT INDICATORS 

1 UNIT 10 “Declaration of Independence” 
Lesson 1: 

•Colonial America 
•The Colonists Revolt 

Identifies and describes reasons why colonists began to want 
independence from Britain and challenges when unifying 
them. 
 
Explains the reasons for ongoing conflict between Britain and 
France. 

2 Lesson 2: 
•Colonists Unite! 
•Rights and Freedoms 

Explains the purpose of the First and Second Continental 
Congresses. 
 
Describes the three sections of the Declaration of 
Independence 

3 Lesson 3: 
•The Fight for Freedom 
•The Declaration Today 

Compares and describes the British Army and the Continental 
Army as well as the turning point in the Revolutionary War. 

Identifies other documents and movements that have been 
inspired by the Declaration of Independence. 

4 UNIT 11 “American Revolution” 
Lesson 1: 
•Important Events of the Revolution 
•A Soldier’s Life 

Identifies and describes the major battles, groups of people 
who fought on both sides and their contributions during the 
Revolutionary War. 

5 Lesson 2: 
•Women and the Revolution 
•Reenactments of the Revolution 

Identifies the different roles that women played during the 
Revolution. 
 
Explains the purpose of Revolutionary War reenactments. 

6 Lesson 3: 

•Portraits from the Revolution 
•After the Revolution 

Describes the contributions of individuals like Nathan Hale, 
Tadeusz Kosciuszko, Haym Salomon, among others to the 
outcome of the Revolution. 

Explains how George Washington’s defensive strategy helped 
to win the war and why the U.S Constitution and Bill of Rights 
were created. 

7 UNIT 12 “Revolutionary Women” 
Lesson 1: 
•Ready for Revolution 
•Serving the Cause 

Describes what life and roles of men and women in daily life 
in the colonies were like before the Revolutionary War. 
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Recognizes and describes the reasons why women worked 
hard to serve as soldiers. 

8 Lesson 2: 
•Camp Followers 
•Spies and Saboteurs 

Explains the roles, conditions and challenges of camp 
followers of American and British armies. 
 
Identifies and describes female spies and saboteurs who were 
successful, and their importance during the Revolutionary 
War. 

9 Lesson 3: 

• On the Home Front 

• Aiding the Cause 

• After the War 

Describes challenges for women posed by men’s involvement 

in the war. 

Identifies and provides examples of some women whose 
writing, printing, and political persuasion helped the American 
or Loyalist cause. 

Explains changes in women’s lives due to war and attitudes 
towards slavery inspired by the Declaration of Independence. 

10 UNIT 13 “George Washington” 
Lesson 1: 

• The First President 

• The Early Years 

Identifies and describes important character traits and facts of 

George Washington. 

Recognizes and explains George Washington’s early life and 
events that shaped him as young man. 

11 Lesson 2: 

• Military Career and Marriage 

• America in Washington’s Time 

Summarizes the beginning of George Washington’s military 
career and the causes of the French and Indian War. 

 
Identifies and explains important historical events that 
occurred during George Washington’s life that led to the 
American Revolution. 

12 Lesson 3: 

• General Washington 

• President Washington 

• Mount Vernon 

Explains the challenges faced by General Washington and the 
troops during the American Revolution. 

Describes Washington’s role as the nation’s first President and 
the development of the two-party political system. 

Describe Washington’s life after he retired as president to 
move to Mount Vernon. 

13 UNIT 14 “Thomas Jefferson” 
Lesson 1: 

• The Remarkable Jefferson  

• Jefferson’s Early Life 

Describes the accomplishments, talents and role of Thomas 

Jefferson as one of the Founding Fathers of the United States. 

Describes Thomas Jefferson’s childhood and education in 
Virginia. 

14 Lesson 2: 

• Monticello  

• Important Events during Jefferson’s Lifetime 

Summarizes about Thomas Jefferson’s creative talents, 
including architecture, furniture design, and other 
innovations. 
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• Jefferson’s Inventions Identifies and describes the events that occurred during 
Thomas Jefferson’s lifetime and some of his many inventions. 

15 Lesson 3: 

• Serving His Country in War and Peace 

• Jefferson’s Presidency 

• Jefferson’s Later Years 

Explains the different ways that Thomas Jefferson served the 
country. 

Describes the major events in Jefferson’s presidency as well 
as his life after he retired to Monticello. 

16 UNIT 15 “Ben Franklin” 
Lesson 1: 

• A Few of Franklin’s Contributions 

• Young Ben 

• Printing and Publishing 

Summarize the range of contributions that Benjamin Franklin 
made throughout his life. 
 
Identifies and summarizes important events in the early life of 
Benjamin Franklin. 
 
Describes the contributions Ben Franklin made as a printer 
and writer in colonial America. 

17 Lesson 2: 

• Scientist and Inventor 

• Franklin’s Kite Experiment 

• The Lightning Rod and Other Practical Inventions 

Lists and describes some of Ben Franklin’s inventions. 
 
Explains the experiment Ben Franklin used to test whether 
lightning was a form of electricity. 
 
Identifies and describes Franklin’s inventions such as 
armonica, chair-desk, lighting rod among others. 

18 Lesson 3: 

• Patriot and Statesman 

• The Revolutionary War and Beyond 

Explains how Ben Franklin fought for colonists’ rights and 

worked to unite the colonies before the Revolution. 

Explains the ways in which France supported the Patriots 
during the Revolutionary War. 

19 UNIT 16 “The Constitution” 
Lesson 1: 

• What Is the Constitution? 

• The Constitutional Convention 

Describes some of the struggles the 13 colonies had under the 
Articles of Confederation. 

Summarizes important events, plans, and conflicts that 
happened during the Constitutional Convention. 

20 Lesson 2: 

• Articles, Sections, and Clauses 

Summarizes and explains the information found in the first 
seven articles of the United States Constitution. 
 
Identifies the three branches of government. 

21 Lesson 3: 

• To Ratify or Not to Ratify? 

• The Bill of Rights/The Responsibilities of Citizens 

Describes the struggle for each state to ratify the Constitution. 

Describes the responsibilities that citizens that live in the 
United States need to comply as per law in order to make a 
better country. 

22 Lesson 4: 

• Other Changes to the Constitution 

Explains how amendments are added to reflect new 
situations. 
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• The Supreme Court Describes why federal court was created and the Supreme 
Court’s role in the separation of powers. 

23 UNIT 17 “American Government”  

Lesson 1: 

• America’s Democracy (Topic 1) 

• Rights and Responsibilities (Topic 8) 

Describes how the Constitution allows each branch of 
government to limit the power of the other branches. 
 
Summarizes and describes different types government. 
 
Explains the importance of democracy and requirements for 
naturalization 

24 Lesson 2: 

• The Executive Branch 

• The Legislative Branch 

• The Judicial Branch 

Describes the structure, powers and responsibilities of 
the executive branch. 
 
Describes the members, roles of the legislative branch to 
make bills into laws.  
 
Describes the structure and functions of the judicial branch 
and how their members are appointed.  

25 Lesson 3: 

• State and Local Governments 

• Getting Elected 

Explains the differences between local and state governments 
and the federal government. 
 
Explains how the electoral college works and voters 
participation. 

26 UNIT 18 “The New Nation” 
Lesson 1: 

• New Wave of Immigrants 

Identifies the groups of immigrants from Europe to the 
United States between 1789 and 1850 and explains why 
people immigrated to the United States. 

27 Lesson 2: 

• Overland Routes West 

• Waterways to the West 

Recognizes and describes the reasons why settlers began to 
travel west in the 1700s and early 1800s. 
 
Describes the waterways and related modes of transportation 
settlers used to travel west. 

28 Lesson 3: 

• Pioneers Settle New States and Territories 

• Exploring the West 

Explains the experiences of the pioneers who settled west of 
the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 
 
Describes the expeditions of the Louisiana Purchase and lands 
further west, and how this affected settlement in the United 
States. 

29 Lesson 4: 

• War of 1812 

• After the War 

Summarizes the causes and feelings of nationalism that many 
Americans experienced during and after the War of 1812. 

 Review and academic reinforcement 
March 1st to March 3rd   

 Term evaluation 
March 6th to March 10th   
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